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AND THE USUAL FEATURES 


Rditorial 


Wirn the end of the month Mr. C. B. Oldman will retire from the presidency of the L.A. 
He has had a successful year and—if that were possible or necessary—has increased the high 
esteem in which his colleagues hold him for his unobtrusive, friendly and efficient work for 
all kinds of libraries and especially for his direction of the examiners and assessors. Of the 
liaison he has maintained between the British Museum and the Association we and others 
have frequently made gratified comment. The year produced the best conference of recent 
years and has been one of steady progress in the rehabilitation and building of all sorts of 
libraries public and institutional ; and, so far as public libraries are concerned, the annual 
lending of books is some thirty millions more than the record of a year or two ago. If there 
has been no spectacular event, no great new library, no revolution in library policy, and if 
the desired new legislation is still delayed, we can still say that our work increases in spite of 
the many things, alleged to be inimical to reading, from TV to cross-word puzzles and pools, 
and the great demands modern industry makes upon the minds as well as the bodies of our 
people. * * * * * * 


The tremendous range of interests that are represented in special libraries could be fairly 
realized by a reading of the Annual Report for 1943-4 of the National Central Library. Every 
year a number of new special libraries become subscribers and give and take outlier services. 
The Annual Meeting of Contributories, on November 5 this year, gave evidence of expanding 
demands and progressive problems of the greatest interest to all who are concerned with book 
and other informations interchange. A Committee is now engaged on the work of imple- 
menting the recommendations on the regional lending system with all its needs, such as the 
completion of the central and regional union catalogues, the self-sufficiency of stock in the 
regions, the control of periodicals, what the N.C.L. should itself stock—though this is more 
intimately the concern of that Library’s Trustees—and the staff problems of such regional 
bureaux, such as their interchange with staffs of other libraries. 

* * * 

The Annual Election of the L.A. Council showed that the Association can produce a 
list of candidates so good that the electors must have been puzzled to estimate relative merit ; 
indeed any one of them would have done good work for our profession. Nevertheless we 
still have the now hoary grumble that electors of any sort need a crisis to arouse their voting 
activity. It really is otherwise surprising that, of an electorate of nearly 12,000, the most 
successful candidate for the country national seats could attraé only 1,523 votes and for the 
London ones only 1,305: Mr. F. M. Gardner, whose work has been ‘valuable to the Asso- 
ciation for many years, beat his competitors by 262 votes, and Mr. W. S. Haugh of Bristol, 
who enters the Council now, his by 68. As Mr. Raymond Smith said at Hastings, the work of 
all associations is carried out by a few people only. The ancient grouse is fruitless ; it is so 
because we find it convenient to let it be so. Meanwhile other professions, if we mistake not, 
are forging ahead of ours still further. The London list of successes is entirely of public 
librarians, Mr. W. Pearson being displaced by Mr. T. E. Callender, who also begins his 
Council career, as does Mr.F.A. Richards of Battersea (who has longer membership of the 
L.A. than any of the list.) The newcomers on the country list, in addition to Mr. Haugh, are 
Mr. M. C. Pottinger and Mr. D. M. South, the County Librarian of Derbyshire. Those who 
are not elected all made a relatively good showing. Mr. Austin Hinton, with 1,200 votes, 
would have come home easily had he been a London candidate. His absence will be felt. 
As a senior examiner, as a constructive thinker, as a successful chairman of committee, he 
seemed a safe chance; we hope he will soon return. No university, national or special 
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librarian was returned. There are, we are told, 3,000 voters who could have altered that ; 
they have not troubled to do so. 
* * * * * * 

It has been noted that the Hastings Conference excited little if any comment in the 
national Press. Notable exceptions were the excellent summaries in the Manchester Guardian, 
which was available to us each day of the meeting on the steps of White Rock Pavilion. The 
London papers seemed unaware of our existence; not a line appeared in the two most 
literary of the Sunday newspapers. Yet libraries, judging by the snippet sentences about them 
that appear in the evening press, are news of a sort. Of a minor sort apparently. The press 
were invited, of course, and proofs of the papers read were displayed on the table in the 
Conference office. This seeming indifference is possibly beyond our powers to overcome, 
but we feel that it should not be accepted without some effort first to alter it. We do not 
appear to have among the L..\..Committees one to whom the work of public relations is 
specially confided. It is, indeed, difficult and often barren work, but the great public mono- 
polies find it to their advantage, as do many towns and other organizations, including NALGO. 
Is it really true that there was nothing in the Conference to justify newspaper report; or 
wireless comment—from which we have had little attention of late ? 

It is probable that by the time these words appear Mr. Nowell’s successor at Manchester 
will have been appointed and “classified within ].N.C. Scale | (£1,750-£2,000 per annum).” 
We cannot resist the feeling that there can be few Manchester business men who control a 
great central institution with over thirty branches and other auxiliaries who are content with 
such a salary, although, to those who regard a librarian as a person who just hands out to 
readers the books which by some feat of legerdemain have appeared on his shelves, it seems a 
quite respectable salary. When Jast was appointed in 1915 there were protests that the 
salary, £800, was obviously too small, but money had three-times its present value. “The 
cradle of the public library movement” should do better for its nurseling than this. 

* * * * * - 

The case of the Islington salary, referred to by Mr. Enser on page 74 last month, was 
another unfortunate example. Mr. C. A. Elliott, F.L.A., the deputy-librarian, an excellent 
librarian and well qualified for the position, has been appointed Chief Librarian, at a salary 
which by the L.A. scale is that for a town of 70,000. (Islington has well over 300,000). If we 
accept the blunt declaration of the Borough Councillor, who undertook at Hastings to speak 
for Islington, there is no remedy tor the public library profession unless and until it becomes 
organized in the Trades Union movement. Mr. Elliott has been placed in a position which 
may occur anywhere when a chief leaves and a parsimonious committee drops the value of 
the chiefship and offers it to the deputy at the point of the bayonet. They know it is black- 
listed and they know too they are doing something of which they have no reason to be proud. 
None of us has any right, seeing we have no legal power to sustain him, to expect the 
deputy to accept the martyrdom a refusal of the position might involve; nor has anyone 
expressed that opinion, It is quite a different position when outside applicants contest a post 
which the L.A. declares to be underpaid. The whole point of these remarks is that the public 
library profession must press for a negotiated scale which authorities are pledged to accept. 
Meanwhile, knowing him to be innocent of the trouble of which we complain, we wish Mr. 
Elliott good fortune. 

* x * 

The autumn, 1954, issue of The Manchester Review, except for the usual selected list of 
additions, is devoted entirely to the memory of Charles Nowell. It is prefaced by a recent 
portrait which shows a distinguished, even venerable, lined and corrugated countenance worn 
by thought and obvious ill-health, but still showing the handsome strength which those of 
us who knew him will always associate with our memory of him. The contents are the fine 
tribute of the Libraries Committee ; an account of his library career with some good photo- 
graphs of the libraries which were specially his creation; tributes from his staff to “The 
Chief” and tributes from all over the world from institutions, associations and the Press ; a 
list of his writings and, finally, an account of the enthusiasm, even in ill-health, which he 
promoted in the Squadron of the Manchester Wing of the Air Training Corps, of whichhe 
became Flight Lieutenant and Commander. Few of us knew this part of him. 

The issue will be desired and treasured by all who held him in affection. 
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Professional and Non-Professional Recruitment 
‘by E. A. CLouGu (Deputy City Librarian, Bristol) 


We are all occasionally exasperated by the stupidity and obstinacy of those who disagree with 
us. If we are reasonable people we recognise that often the fault is ours and build up our 
defences to ensure that this particular blind spot is not exposed too often. Occasionally, 
very occasionally, an issue arises on which you find yourself in disagreement with many 
friends and colleagues whose opinions you have learned to value and respeét, and in spite of 
all arguments the conviction remains unshaken and apparently unshakeable. The question 
of professional and non-professional recruitment is just such an issue and as it is one of 
considerable importance to the library profession the case against such recruitment should 
not be allowed to go unstated. 

First, it should be emphasised that there is a strong, probably an unanswerable case, in 
favour of the division of staff into professional and non-professional categories. It is, of 
course, already practised by local authorities who classify their staff into APT Grades and this 
division is both sound and workable. It is the recruitment of Staff at two or more levels which 
is not acceptable. 

The arguments advanced in favour of these proposals are that it would raise the prestige 
of professional librarians, that it would solve the problem of recruitment and that it has been 
practised successfully in various other countries including the U.S.A. and Sweden. To 
achieve this end it is recommended that future professional staff should be recruited at the 
present academic level required by the Library Association, and non-professional staff should 
be recruited at a lower level requiring either two or three passes at G.C.E., or under certain 
circumstances no passes at all. 

This proposed division of staff surely cannot be accepted, as it is believed that it would 
lower the standard of staff employed in libraries. It would mean, for example, that routine 
counter Staff in public libraries would include non-professional recruits of an appreciably 
lower Standard than those at present carrying out these duties—a situation which nobody 
would welcome. Nor would such a division of recruits produce that efficiency and sense of 
responsibility which we are led to expeét from it. Presumably such staff would be required 
to carry out clearly defined professional and non-professional duties and this presents a nice 
problem in classification which would surely tax the most advanced professional mind for it 
requires schedules which can be applied with equal fairness to a Staff of three in a small branch 
library and a Staff of twenty in a large reference library oe central lending library. Such 
schedules have been attempted in the United States by a committee of the A.L.A. and this 
difficult task has been handled boldly and with imagination but what are we to make of the 
following examples taken at random : 

“CATALOGUING Fiction. It is customary to make only simple author and title entries 
for fiction and hence this duty does not require an extensive knowledge of cataloguing. A 
good typist will be able to catalog fiction satisfactorily if directed and supervised by a cata- 
loger. If subjeét heading cards are made, the duty tends to become professional unless only 
a limited number of standard headings are used. More elaborate fiction cataloging will require 
a knowledge of subject cataloging and wide understanding of reader interests.” 

“CHECKING Invoices. All material received must be checked with original orders and 
invoices for exact titles, price, discount, number of copies, editions, etc. A non-professional 
assistant doing this may find it necessary to consult a librarian occasionally since professional 
book knowledge may be needed to identify ambiguous entries.” 

And these it must be underlined are in the library service of the U.S.A. which is organised and 
recruited on quite a different basis to that of this country. Even so it presents difficulties of 
another kind in that according to Dr. Alice Bryan in her book “The Public Librarian” 
produced for the American Public Library Inquiry, a number of staff are in a form of suspended 
classification known as sub-professional which lies between the professional and non- 
professional grades and that, in the majority of cases, those in this state of purgatory were 
Staff who had not graduated from accredited library schools. To add to the confusion it 
would seem that quite a number of Staff classified by the library administrators as sub- 
professional regarded themselves as professional. Lest it would be suggested that all this 
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contuses sub-professional with non-professional it should be clearly recognised that non- 
professional staff in the U.S.A. present quite a separate problem as will be seen from the 
following extract when Dr. Alice Bryan sums up the position quite authoritatively on page 
631 of “The Public Librarian” : 

“THe Presenr Pustic LisrAry PERSONNEL. ‘The first general conclusion from our 
Study of public librarians is that they are not a clearly defined professional group. No diffi- 
culty is encountered in distinguishing two non-professional categories among all the people 
now working in public libraries : the clerical and the maintenance personnel. Their skills are 
not solely or peculiarly applicable to library operations ; for them a job in a public library 
is primarily a typist’s, a book-keeper’s, janitor’s or truck driver’s job, only secondary a library 
job. In some libraries there are also a number of administrative, supervisory, and highly 
specialized positions requiring full professional training, as defined by librarians, that are 
clearly recognizable as professional. But there are two other groups of employees, one some- 
times called subprotessional and the other a group of highly trained experts in subject matter 
fields, who at times have an anomalous Status. 

The so-called subprofessionals, our inquiry revealed, differ significantly from those 
properly called professionals in almost every major respect. Not only do they lack pro- 
fessional training, but only a third of the subprofessionals, compared to nearly two thirds 
of the professionals, are college graduates.” 

Is it then the intention to recruit staff in non-professional, sub-professional and _pro- 
fessional categories or would this make confusion worse confounded ? 

This is an old controversy but to place it in its correct context it should be recognised 
that the present proposals for such a division spring from a recognition that recruitment of 
library Staffs is becoming increasingly difficult and it was believed that by altering the basis 
of recruitment the problem would be solved. The most casual examination shows this to 
be wrong—in the United States where some sort of classification is used—Dr. Alice Bryan 
writes in “The Public Librarian” ; “Employees recruitment has long given librarians concern, 
but since the second world war the difficulties encountered by libraries in securing an ade- 
quate supply of competent personnel have become so serious that it is now regarded as one 
of the profession’s most urgent problems.” In this country we can turn to local government 
for an example as since the last war a lower academic standard has been required for its 
entrants than that laid down by the Library Association. In December of last year Norman 
W. Bingham on behalf of the National Executive of N.A.L.G.O. wrote in “Public Service” 
under the heading “Local Government Recruiting Crisis” that many authorities including 
the larger ones could not recruit juniors at all on the terms laid down in the Charter. 
Certainly we should recognise that any lowering of standards might well drive away just the 
type of young people that we are now recruiting, and there is certainly no evidence that a 
lowering of standards would give us the necessary numbers. The problem of recruitment 
can be solved in local government and in librarianship as it has been solved by many of the 
banks and insurance companies by increasing pay, improving welfare and working conditions 
and pursuing an intelligent, energetic recruiting policy. 

There are, of course, duties, particularly in the larger library systems, which are not 
concerned with librarianship as such—there are maintenance engineers, accounts clerks, 
secretaries, and bookbinders—and nobody would seriously suggest that these employees 
should be considered as professional or non-professional or even sub-professional librarians. 
The problem, if it is a problem, is quite a small one of administration, and not a peg on which 
to hang a Staff classification system. 

The present system often works well. It could be made to work better if pay were more 
adequate, recruitment was more intelligently dire¢ted, and the library service was as efficient 
as it should be. Given such conditions there could surely be no satisfactory alternative to a 
system of recruitment which offered everybody coming into the library service an opportunity 
to qualify professionally. The proposals to divide staff on recruitment into the two categories 
are superficially simple aind attractive but they would, in fact, lower the prestige and the 
Standard of service of the public library today ; they would certainly not solve the problem 
of recruitment ; they would create an intricate problem of the classification of duties, and 
thay have about them an air of “pull up the tailboard, I’m on the waggon ! ” 
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A Danish Effort to Preserve Old English Manuscripts 
by Max Gorpon 


Wuy should a Danish firm of publishers, Rosenkilde & Bagger, embark upon the publi- 
cation of a series of volumes containing facsimiles of the oldest existing English Manuscripts, 
such as the Beowulf Manuscript, Bede’s “Ecclesiastical History”, the so-called “*Paris Psalter’’, 
the 9th century MS. of “King Alfred’s Translation of St. Gregory’s Pastoral Care” and other 
priceless Early English Manuscripts ? Are there no English publishers competent to issue 
such historically important volumes ? 


The answer covers more than one aspect of history. An editorial Committee has been 
set up to supervise the production of these valuable books. It consists of Mr. Bertram Col- 
grave, of Durham (who is editor-in-chief), Professor Kemp Malone of Baltimore, U.S.A., 
and Professor K. Schibsbye, of Copenhagen. Sir Winston Churchill, historian, as well as 
the greatest Englishman of our time, has accepted the patronship of this undertaking. 


The reasons for publishing these old manuscripts are manifold. Publishers are not only 
hard-boiled businessmen. They are frequently deeply educated and cultured men, connois- 
seurs of rare books and manuscripts. The directors of Rosenkilde & Bagger happen to belong 
to this class. Moreover, the historic ties between Denmark and Britain, both political and 
cultural, are numerous and deep-rooted. In addition, some of the originals of the manuscripts 
to be published are in Danish libraries. 


The Beowulf MS. for instance, a poem of about 3,200 lines which usually is dated round 
about 520 A.D. forms one of the most precious parts of the British Museum Library. By a 
lucky chance, it was saved from destruction in a fire in 1731 in which nearly 200 other MSS. 
were lost. At the end of the 18th century, the Danish-Icelandic scholar Thorkelin made a 
transcript of it. This is preserved in the Royal Library in Copenhagen. Sincc the original MS. 
was damaged in the 1731 fire, its leaves have become brittle, are falling to pieces, and parts of 
it have become very difficult to read. Thorkelin’s transcripts, however, were made before 
the full extent of the damage had become apparent, and therefore the Thorkelin MS. provides 
a valubale help to students of this ancient text. Hitherto they had had to go to considerable 
trouble and expense in visiting Copenhagen if they wanted to consult the manuscript. Now 
the first volume of the Ear/y English Manuscripts will remedy the situation. The volume 
contains photostatic copies of the Thorkelin transcript of the Beowulf story. Professor Kemp 
Malone, a Beowulf specialist of international renown, is responsible for editing this volume. 

The Story is not so well known to English readers as it should be. 

Beowulf, a thane of King Hygelac, is a hero who bears of the plight of King Hrothgar, 
whose court is at Heorot. The king’s court is beset by a monster named Grendel, who at 
night, enters the hall and slaughters the thanes. Since the monster is not vulnerable by iron 
and steel, Beowulf succeeds in overwhelming the monster by tearing off his arm and shoulder. 
Whereupn, the monster flees to his den to die, making the cave boil with his blood. There 
follows a fight with Grendel’s mother, a water-hag, who wishes to avenge her son’s death. 
After a fierce encounter on the cave floor, Beowulf wins by cutting off the fiend’s head. 

Presently, Beowulf’s own king, Hygelac, falls in battle. Beowulf succeeds him, and is 
now plagued by a dragon whom he meets and slays only to be mortally wounded by the teeth 
and fire jets of the monster. 

The second volume of this series—which is edited by the distinguished Swedish scholar 
of Lund University, Professor A. Arngat—is the Leningrad MS. of Bede’s “Ecclesiastical 
History 

Several MSS. of Bede’s work are extant, but the Leningrad one is the best. For many 
years it has been inaccessible for scholars this side of the Iron Curtain. The volume, published 
in Copenhagen, remedies this deficiency by giving facsimiles, reproduced by photographs 
(not photostatic copies as in the first volume) of this important MS. 

Bede was born in 673. At the age of seven he entered the monastery at Wearmouth. 
Soon, he was transferred to Jarrow where he spent his whole life, dying in 735. His “Eccles- 
iastical History” is an important historical source, among other things because it is one of the 
few existing texts which tell us anything about what happened when German tribes invaded 
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Eingland and subdued the Celtic population which the withdrawal of the Roman Garrison 
had lett undefended. 

The third and fourth volumes to be published in the near future will contain the “Paris 
Psalter” edited by Mr. John Bromwich, of Cambridge, and the “Peterborough Chronicle” 
which will be edited by Miss Dorothy Whitelock, of Oxford. 

The “Paris Psalter’” is so called because the MS. is kept in the National Library (Biblio- 
theke Nationale) in Paris. It contains Latin and old English renderings of the Psalms of David. 
Its interest is mainly linguistic. 

The “Peterborough Chronicle” is a continuation of the famous “Winchester Chronicle” 
which gives an account of the times of Alfred and Edward the Elder, and goes little beyond 
the Conquest. The MS. has become famous because of its description of the sufferings of the 
country under Stephen’s robber-barons. Its writing belongs to the twelfth century, and is 
the last English historical writing for centuries to come. 

Further volumes from Denmark will contain among other MSS., King Alfred’s trans- 
lation of Orosius’ “History of the World.” This volume will be edited by Mr. Alastair 
Campbell, of Oxford. 

King Alfred, who was deeply interested in education and tried to educate his people, 
wrote a brilliant translation of this book to which he added his own contributions, two of 
which are fresh and vivid accounts of the voyages of two sailors, Othere and Wulfstan, in the 
Baltic and along the coast of Norway. 

Thus, by a magnificent effort of a Danish firm, and under the patronage of Sir Winston 
Churchill, ancient English literary monuments will be preserved for posterity, and be made 
accessible to scholars from all over the world. 

The British public ought to know more of this magnificent effort to strengthen Anglo- 
Danish cultural relations. 


A New Lease of Life... ? 
By Joun Pike (Deputy Librarian, Torquay P.L.) 

Puncuep cards and photo-charging are criticised as being expensive and cumbersome, 
while the Browne system is condemned because of the filing by hand which is involved 
whether it is done by call number, class number, “year of Borough Librarian Mr. X” or 
the innumerable variations on the theme. Photo-charging however, has brought with it 
the “transaction card” technique which charges the books in she order they are borrowed from 
the library. 

By combining this and the Browne system our problems could be in part answered. 
It can be done simply, effectively and inexpensively ; the only equipment necessary being 
one or more numbering-machine-date-stamps. These require five or six digits in the latter 
portion and be set to stamp the same number twice. The only other requirement is a plentiful 
supply of blank “slips” the size of the bookcards in use. 

The sequence of operation is as follows: a blank slip is placed by the borrower in his 
reader’s ticket before he presents his book for charging out; this is done by placing the 
bookceard in the ticket (as we do normally) but behind the slip; the date and number are 
stamped on this and on the label in the book. The charge is placed in the order of stamping 
and no additional filing is necessary. When the book is returned the details on the date label 
enable the charge to be located and the transaction completed, the slips being kept for use 
again. 

The saving in time is obvious; also, books borrowed at the same time are together 
in the “issue”. Important too—no changes are necessary in accessioning or reader’s ticket 
procedure. 

What are the objections ? Concentration is essential ; accurate pairing is vital, as failure 
to record each transaction correétly will throw the whole system out—it becomes one number 
less but this can be correéted at the discharge counter. Faulty impressions can be corrected 
only by stamping twice more. Other critics have condemned the scheme because of the 
difficulty of locating reserved books. This is not insurmountable ; most mechanical systems 
suffer from this defect: the same defence can be made—the majority of reservations are 
known to the staff; each block of non-fiction can be checked before shelving and periodical 
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checks of books on the shelves can be made. If daily issue counts are demanded this is 
another problem; non fiction can be counted with automatic machines as used at Rugby 
(L.A. Record, May 1950, p. 147) while a fairly accurate figure of the total issue can be obtained 
from the “books issued” figure for the day (found by deducting the first loan of the day 
from the last). 


To prevent duplicate numbers from appearing the suggested time for each numerical 
sequence is three months. If necessary any number of machines can be brought into use 
at busy periods by using distinétive ink colours and different blocks of numbers. It is 
reasonable to expect discharge errors to be less while charging errors must be NIL and if 
the reader’s co-operation is asked for on the insertion of slips there is no reason why there 


should be any delays additional to those encountered today. 


Is this ““much ado about nothing” ? The change proposed is small enough but in view 
of the use made of “Browne” a presentation of the arguments for and against seemed worth- 


while. 


The difficulties have been to find two things: a reliable machine for the task and a 
library where such a scheme could receive a fair trial: like so many ideas therefore, it must 


remain just an IDEA. 


Spotlight 


By A. G. S. ENsER 


Since the beginning of World War II in 1939, 
librarianship has suffered paralysis in the 
completion of new permanent public library 
buildings. Ever since September 1939, “make 
do and lend,” followed by “make do and 
mend” has been the policy so far as the plan- 
ning and actual construction of library build- 
ings has been concerned. At last, after fifteen 
years, the brake has been lifted and since mid- 
November, 1954, no licence has been required 
to build a public library. Of course, the very 
lifting of the bar does not mean that library 
authorities will rush now to erect their many 
badly required permanent service points. 
More than likely progress will be as speedy 
as that evidenced immediately after the raising 
of the 1d rate limitation by the 1919 Library 
Ad. 


But at least, there is now hope. Hope that 
in the near future we shall see examples of the 
advances made in the architectural planning, 
construction of and materials available for 
use in library buildings in tangible and pleasing 
form in many parts of the country. Now, the 
lessons learned from pre-fabricated libraries 
—with Bracebridge as their monument— ; 
ftom shop libraries; from mobile libraries ; 
and from libraries accommodated in converted 
premises can be merged with artistic and 
technical advances made in so many fields so 


that post 1954 library buildings in this country 
may be the envy of the world, 


The decision to abolish the need for build- 
ing licences is also a tremendous challenge to 
public librarians. Not only have they to 
convince their local authorities of the need of 
either new or reconstructed library buildings, 
but that true economic value will be gained 
from expenditure on such projects. And, 
particularly so when councils are considering 
all the other varied claims on the loca! public 
purse. 


It is even more important though, that 
public librarians should know in their own 
minds not only what they want but, how to 
encompass, within reason, the rapidity of 
changes in human affairs in the present and 
the near future. Otherwise, their dream 
libraries of 1955-58 will be even more dated 
in 1968 than today are libraries built 50 years 
ago. 


Many of us have fretted and fumed over 
the cessation of new library building over the 
past fifteen years but, not all is on the debit 
side from that enforced hiatus. Henceforward 
we can plan and build gain, but, let our new 
libraries be worthy working tools in man’s 
search for knowledge, not mere ornaments 
to momentary self-importance. 
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\N exhibition of current scientific and technical 
books published in the Netherlands is to be 
held in the Science Museum Library, Imperial 
Institute Road, London, $.W.7, and will be 
open to the public from oe 2nd-22nd 
(Admission tree). The Library is open on 
weekdays only from 10 a.m.-5.50 p.m. 


Association have pleasure in 
announcing that Sir Philip Morris, C.B.E., 
M.A., LL.D., Vice-Chancellor of Bristol 
University, has been elected President of the 
Library Association tor 1955. 


Tue Library 


Library Publications 
By D. MACKENZIE 


PROMINENT among the booklists devoted to a 
single topic are the latest crop from BETHNAL 
GREEN in the Hlandy reading /ists series, of 
which Number 16, /ndusfry is the latest to hand. 
A series of this kind can have no real end, and 
this one seems likely to continue for a long 
time. The best booklist before me, however, 
is the COUNTY LIBRARIES SECTION list 
on Photography, namber 26 in the new series ot 
Readers’ Guides. Lists of this kind are beyond 
the resources of most public libraries, and the 
County Libraries Section is to be congrat- 
ulated on their continued production. The 
section on “Special applications and subjects” 
could well have been subdivided, but I cannot 
offer any other criticism of the arrangement, 
and certainly none of the contents. NEW- 
CASTLE have provided five lists, on Window 
Display, Education, Art, Mental Health and 
Norway. The last three were produced as 
backgrounds to extra mural University Courses. 
It is good to see opportunities of this kind 
being grasped. All five lists are clearly dupli- 
cated and have brief annotations. 

A list on Philately from STOCKPORT 
bears an excellently duplicated, illustrated, 
cover, which, I am informed, was produced 
from an “electronic stencil”. The process, 
judged on this result, is one which could be 
given a much wider application among those 
libraries using duplicators to produce their 
publicity material. The list itself contains very 
much those books one would expect to find 
in a public library, though I must admit to 
some surprise at seeing “Newfoundland air 
mails” by Dalwick and Harmer, and “The 
Codrington correspondence” listed. 


by Lowe, 


Such very specialised works as these can only 
have a very limited appeal. 

A list from SHEFFIELD on Careers is very 
largely an index to the two Ministry of Labour 
series. This is a useful list but could have been 
much shorter. As most of the entries have so 
much in common, the heading “Ministry 
of Labour and National Service’, and even the 
titles, could well have been omitted. This 
would have saved time and materials as well as 
making the list more easily understood by the 
public. 

The HAMPSTEAD subject lists are very 
interesting because thay are based on stock 
revision. The latest deals with Furniture, and 
has been restri¢ted, very reasonably, to English 
furniture and current trends in design and con- 
struction. The historical aspect is better 
covered, than the practical but this of course 
is rather a result of a publishing trend rather 
than bias on the part of the compilers. 

In view of the number of subjeét lists I will 
leave comment on the regularly published lists 
until a later issue. 


Memorabilia 


I HAvE been grateful for the extra supplements 
to the /.L.S. for many years ; as an old friend 
writes, the /.L.S. itself “is always a joy” even 
when the slings and arrows of the modernit 
who wants immediate reviews of all new 
books are allowed for. After all, such reviews 
would be probably be superficial. The 100 
pages on “American writing today”, which 
formed the extra that I got on Spetember 17, 
I am Still reading. I have not counted, but 
about 50 pages are advertisements—splendidly 
laid out—and, in the actual text, there must be 
200,000 words. I am not a quick reader, 
owing to my scant leisure, and this requires at 
least a fortnight to absorb. The results so far 
have been fascinating, if disturbing. On reading 
by Americans we are told, on the authority of 
Mr. George Gallup, that in a two-year study of 
a large number of sample people on many 
levels that fewer people read books than in 
any of the world’s democracies. We read on 
the average three times as many. There are 
only 1,450 well stocked bookshops or one to 
about every 110,300 people ; in Denmark for 
so large a population as that of the U.S. there 
would be 23,000. If the public library system's 
quoted in explanation, the 7,500 _ public 
libraries in America would be on the same 


— 
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New and forthcoming books 
A History of India 


J. C. POWELL-PRICE. This book should prove the most authoritative and 
up-to-date in its own field. With full documentation, it traces the develop- 
ment of India from the early civilisations in the Indus Valley up to the present 
day—including in its scope religion, education, art, literature, architecture 
and the condition of the people. 63 half-tone plates and 2¢ line maps. 425 


The Life of David Hume 


1711 — 1776 


E. C. MOSSNER, Professor of Literature, University of Texas. A definitive 
biography, containing much new material, by the author of The Forgotten Hume. 
Indispensable for all who are interested in David Hume the man or the writer, 
in Scottish domestic history, or in eighteenth-century European literature. 
Two full-colour and 18 black-and-white half-tone illustrations. 42s 


GALVESTON ISLAND 


edited by WILLIS W. PRATT, THOMAS M. CRANFILL and 
Professor of English, University of DOROTHY H. BRUCE. The 
Texas. The recently discovered biography of a soldier, sea captain, 
journal of Francis Sheridan, a young freebooter, courtier, reformer and 
Englishman who visited Texas in the informer, whose autobiographical 
year 1839—an observant and sprightly writings held the interest of Queen 


BARNABY RICH 


12s 6d Elizabeth and Shakespeare. 1os 6d 


Aspects of Miniature Painting 
TORBEN HOLCK COLDING. A sumptuous edition de luxe devoted to the 


development of the art of the miniature in Europe, particularly in England, 
France and Scandinavia. Over 200 miniatures reproduced in_half-tone. 
Buckram binding, with slip-case £6 6s 


Roman Imperial Money 
MICHAEL GRANT, Professor of Humanity, University of Edinburgh. A 


book about Roman imperial coins for the general reader, avoiding technical 
terms as far as possible, but supplying xa glossary to explain them when their 
use is unavoidable. 80 half-tones and 41 collotype plates. 50s 


Parkside Works 


|| Edinburgh 9 NELSON London Wr 


36 Park Street 
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scale as in Sweden 77,000. The point seems 
to be that the ideals and distractions of Amer- 
ican life actually discourage so solitary a habit 
as reading. Yet while fewer in relation to the 
great population the actual number of readers 
is enormous. As in fifteen months Herman 
Wouk’s The Caine Mutiny sold 1,500,000 copies, 
there must be many who read, novels any- 
way. 


The position over there in general is con- 
firmed in particular by a description, obviously 
by an English writer, of a children’s library in 
“the deep South”. It is in every way a desirable 
library in furniture, decoration, profuse book- 
Stock and service almost prodigal in welcome, 
where, too, there is constant music. Although 
readers throng the library and books are 
borrowed in large numbers, it seems however 
that boys and girls are so occupied by the 
urges of their society, school and home to 
become successful tradesmen and at the same 
time “beautiful, brave, strong and popular”, 
that they really have little time for consecutive 
reading ; it is not a community activity. 


Some children’s books are mentioned with 
which I am personally unfamiliar, America 
being richer than we in those family stories 
“which English children want and so seldom 
get” :—the pioneer Stories of Laura Ingalls 
Wilder which are accurately observed and 
historically faithful. There was an attractive 
new edition of these last year. Then there is 
William O. Steele’s Wilderness Journey, Evelyn 
S. Lampman’s Tree Wagon, Lynn Bronson’s 
The Runaway and Helen M. Miller’s Promenade 
All ; besides, for younger ones, E. B. White’s 
Charlottes Web, apparently immensely popular, 
and Ruth Krauss’ A Very Special House, an 
attractive tale of a little boy’s Utopia. I extrac 
these, with apologies to the anonymous writer 
in the hope that some children’s librarian 
who does not know these books may be 
induced to get them. 


Dr. Ranganathan has sent us his latest work, 
a reprint from The Indian Standards Instit- 
ution, 1954, pp. 120-125, of a detailed pro- 
nouncement, Standard practice for specifying 
author’ s name, (personal author), which we have 
read with interest. Its main points, and they 
are of some moment for the western cataloguer 
who has to deal with books in eastern languages, 
are the rules laid down for the correé& writing 


of eastern names. Books are often entered ip 
existing catalogues under titles, “honorific 
words of reverence or courtesy,” for example, 
Sri, Sastri, Tarkavisga, Vidyavachaspati—words 
“totally exotic to the name”; indeed some 
such errors occur even in catalogues published 
in India. The standards are for India’s use, but 
with his usual thoroughness Dr. Ranganathan 
endeavours to exhaust the whole subjeé. 
Corporate and other forms of author are 
reserved for later papers in the series. 


The Leyton Library methods have been 
filmed for exhibit in Spain; an excellent 
performance which seems to offer new possi- 
bilities for the extension of Britain’s library 
message. 


The University and Research Section of the 
L.A. is to hold a one-day Conference on 
Saturday, January 8, 1955, at Chaucer House, 
preceded by a Dinner on the previous evening 
at University College, at which Mr. J. Wilks 
will address the Section on some aspects of his 
experiences when Librarian to the College. 
At the invitation of the London Group, Sir 
Hilary Jenkinson will present a paper on the 
Saturday morning, and this will be followed by 
the Annual General Meeting of the Seétion in 
the afternoon. 


Round the Library World 


Nores AND News OF NATIONAL, UNIVERSITY 
AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY AFFAIRS 
A Report of progress during 1952-53 at 
Glasgow University Library is printed in the 
latest Report of the General Council of the 
University. The Report, by the Librarian, Mr. 
R. O. MacKenna, records that leeway is being 
made in maintaining the main printed cata 
logue. That catalogue is not a printed cata- 
logue in the ‘published’ sense but consists of 
large guard books in which printed entries for 
accessions and corrections are pasted. Mr. 
MacKenna deals with many other aspects of 
work in the University Library including 
difficulties due to the ever-increasing intake 
and the “inflexible framework of the existing 
building”. One of the most interesting acquis- 
itions during the year was a large colleétion ot 
early photographic work, mainly by, of 
ascribed to D. O. Hill and covering the period 
1843 to 1860. Perhaps we may note here that 
great care is necessary in cataloguing photo- 
graphs usually ascribed to D. O. Hill as it has 
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“Bound for Service” 
by 
G. BLUNT & SONS LTD 


PUBLIC LIBRARY BOOKBINDERS AND BOOKSELLERS 


Showrooms :— 


100 GREAT RUSSELL ST. 
LONDON, W.C.1 


Telephone :—MUSeum 0335, 5650 


Head Office and Works :— 


NORTH ACTON ROAD 
HARLESDEN, LONDON, N.W.10 
Telephone :— ELGar 7411 -2-3-4 
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been discovered in St. Andrews that not a few 
of the photographs were actually taken by his 
colleague, Adam. 


A continuous history of one of the great 
American city library systems Twenty-Five 
Crucial Years of St. Louis Public Library, 1927 
to 1952, has been written by Mr. Charles H. 
Compton. This continues Mr. Compton’s 
earlier work on this great library, Fifty Years 
of Progress of the St. Louis Public Library, 1876- 
1926, which was published in 1926. Memories 
of a Librarian, written by Mr. Compton, will 
be published by the Library next year. 


An important modification of existing privi- 
leges is contemplated as a possibility in the 


latest Report of the Library Syndicate of 
Mutilation of 


Cambridge University Library. 
nineteen volumes of periodicals has been 
discovered and “the Syndicate are greatly 
disturbed at this outrageous misuse of Uni- 
versity property, which far exceeds in extent 
and gravity” examples which have previously 
been brought to their notice. The Syndicate 
suggest that the system by which open access 
to books is widely available may have to be 
reconsidered. 


The latest issue of Canning House Library 
Bulletin, No. 33, July 1954, consists of a 
Comprehensive Catalogue on Portugal. ‘The 
majority of the books listed are freely available 
on loan by personal visit or by post, subject, of 
course, to the Library rules. 


The University of Cape Town Libraries 
report the conclusion of the building and 
extension programme inaugurated in 1949, 
The last phase of the work consisted of the 
installation of additional stacks in the Jagger 
Library and the completion of the new Medical 
Library Building. 


The John Crerar Library, Chicago, has 
commenced publication of a new periodical, 
Crerar Current. This new bulletin gives notes 
and news about the Library, the first issue 
including descriptions of such treasures as the 
Fuchs herbals. 


The University of Kenmahy Library is of 
recent foundation, having opened its doors in 
1909. Miss Margaret I. King served as 
Librarian until 1948 and the present Library 


bears her name. Already the stock exceeds 
400,000 volumes and the Library continues to 
make notable strides under the present 
Director, Mr. Lawrence $. Thompson, who 
succeeded Miss King in 1948. Among the 
most widely useful of the Margaret I. King 
Library’s activities is the publication of its 
Occasional Contributions. ‘This series has now 
reached No. 63, which consists of part 3 of 
Dr. Ernst Kyriss’s valuable bibliographical 
“Research in Bookbinding”, an indispensable 
tool for the historian of bindings. 


An unusual exhibition, which closed on 
Oober 8th, marked the firs visit of the 
Comedie-Frangaise to the Edinburgh Festival. 
A catalogue of the exhibition has been pub- 
lished by the Institut Frangais d’Ecosse with 
the title “La Comedie — from the 
XVIIth to the XXth Century” 


The Annual of the 
Executive Committee of the National Central 
Library records a further increase in the number 
of books lent to and borrowed from foreign 
libraries. The increase in the number lent 
abroad by British libraries is considerably more 
substantial than the increase in the number 
borrowed from foreign libraries, but this is 
not due to lack of co-operation by foreign 
libraries and the Committee anticipates that 
future years should see a more exact balance. 


Recommendations on Library Co-operation, 
issued by the National Central Library and the 
National Committee on Regional Library 
Co-operation, have been circulated to lib- 

raries. It is understood that the Committees of 
the various Regional Library Bureaux and the 
Scottish Central Library are considering how 
far the Recommendations can be adapted td 
local conditions. 


A quite delightful new publication which 
should interest all librarians and is of un- 
questionable value to future historians of 
London is being issued by Mr. Raymond 
Smith, Librarian and Curator and Direétor of 
the Art Gallery at the Guildhall, by the 
authority of the Library Committee of the 
Corporation of London. The Guildhall Miscel- 
/any has for its object the recording of dis- 
coveries of literary or antiquarian interest 
based wholly or in part on material in the 
custody of the Library Committee, 


\ 


ARCHITECTURAL 
HYGIENE 


By the late Sir Bannister Fletcher and Major 
H. Phillips Fletcher. This new, up-to-date 
Ninth Edition of this standard work treats the 
subject of sanitary science exhaustively in all 
its applications to all kinds of building work— 
from foundations, to finishing and furnishing 
WMustrated. 25/- net. 


THE DICTIONARY OF 
TYPEWRITING 


By Maxwell Crooks and Frederick Dawson. 
Sixth Edition. 12/6. “‘We consider this book 
to be the best and most complete reference 
book for any typist, and it is essential for the 
Head Typist or the Supervisor of a staff of 
typists .. .""—1.P.S. journal. 


FUNDAMENTALS OF 
RADAR 


By Stephen A. Knight. Second Edition. An 
introduction to radar and television for 
readers familiar with normal radio techniques. 
This edition has been brought into line with 
recent developments in radar. 15/- net. 


FACTS AND HOW TO 
FIND THEM 

By W. A. Bagley. Fifth Edition. A new edition 
of the well-used guide to reference books and 


other sources of information for journalists, 
research workers, etc. 8/6 net. 


Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons Ltd ging wer 
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METALLURGY OF THE 
NON-FERROUS METALS 


By W. H. Dennis, B.Sc. A comprehensive 
account of modern methods of extracting and 
using all important metals with full practical 
details. Wlustrated. 70/- net. 


LIFE ASSURANCE FROM 
PROPOSAL TO POLICY 


By H. Hosking Tayler and Victor W. Tyler. 
Sixth Edition by H. Noel Freeman. This 
standard work has been revised in accordance 
with recent developments in life assurance 
practice and covers the syllabus of the 
Chartered Insurance Institute's examination 
in this subject. 12/6 net. 


FIRE POLICY DRAFTING 
AND ENDORSEMENTS 


(For Home Fire Business) 

By E. E. Mason. Second Edition. This is a 
recommended work for students preparing 
for examinations of the Chartered Insurance 
institute. It is also a useful book of reference 
for experienced officials. 18/- net. 


PRACTICAL 
PHARMACEUTICAL 
CHEMISTRY 


By F. N. Appleyard and C. G. Lyons. This 
book presents a systematic course in practical 
pharmaceutical chemistry corresponding to 
the standard of the qualifying examination of 
or Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain. 
15/- net. 


A GOOD SCOTS BOOKSHOP 


which welcomes enquiries about 


STATIONERY 
SCOTTISH CALENDARS 


Xmas and Secondhand Catalogues 
available post-free on request from 


JOHN SMITH & SON 


(Glasgow) 


57, 61, 66 & 72 ST. VINCENT STREET 


GLASGOW, C.2 
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The National Library of Rio de Janeiro had 
its origin in the ‘Bookstore’ created by King 
José L of Portugal to replace the Royal Library 
of Ajuda which was destroyed by fire after the 
earthquake at Lisbon in 1755. The collection 
was taken to Brazil when the Portuguese 
Royal Family settled there in 1807. Today the 
National Library contains over 1,300,000 
volumes, 600,000 manuscripts, 250,000 maps 
and 300,000 pictures, housed in magnificent 
and sumptuously decorated buildings. 


The Douglas Library of Queen’s University, 
Kingston, Ontario, was opened in 1924 and 
named for Chancellor James Douglas, who 
died in 1918. The general collection now 
contains over 225,000 volumes and the govern- 
ment documents section about 50,000 items. 
(Among the special collections are the Lorne 
Pierce collection of Canadiana, rich in first 
editions, rare items and original manuscripts, 
including the most extensive collection of 
Bliss Carman’s letters, the McNicol collection 
of books and documents relating to telegraphy, 
telephony, and radio communication, the R. S. 
McLaughlin colleétion of Canadian historical 
letters, documents, maps, prints, and posters, 
and several other valuable and important 
collections of material on Canada. The Library 
is classified by the Library of Congress scheme 
and has a card catalogue. 


The October issue of Unesco Bulletin for 
Libraries contains a useful and informative 
article on “The Photographing and Reproduc- 
tion of Manuscripts” by Miss J. Vielliard, 
Head of the Institut de Recherche et d’Histoire 
des Textes, Paris. Miss Vielliard’s survey is 
necessarily brief and might well be expanded 
into a valuable text-book, for the subjeét is 
one of ever increasing interest and importance 
to librarians. 


With the generous aid of the Pilgrim Trust, 
the Friends of the National Libraries and 
private donors, the John Rylands Library has 
been able to acquire a collection of the Hebrew 
and Samaritan manuscripts assembled by the 
late Dr. Moses Gaster. This, the Librarian 
records, is the most important collection of 
manuscripts to come to the Library for many 
years. It is understood to comprise over three 
hundred Samaritan manuscripts and some 
three hundred and fifty Hebrew manuscripts 
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acquired by purchase. In addition, the Library 
has received from the Gaster family a generous 
donation of a further 123 codices from the 
collection made by Dr. Gaster. These are 
varied in date and content and are in nineteen 
different languages. 


The Stechert-Hafner Book News, published by 
the well known New York firm, has come to 
be a medium for the exchange of ideas among 
librarians and as leader in the September issue 
publishes a discerning article on “Book Pro- 
vision in the British University Library” by 
Mr. J. H. P. Pafford, Goldsmith’s Librarian 
of the University of London. 


Review 


LiveinG (Edward) Adventure in Publishing: 
The House of Ward Lock, 1854-1954, 
Ward, Lock & Co. 12s 6d. 


The centenary of a famous publishing house is an 
event which calls for congratulations by librarians, 
The hundred years, during which the firm founded by 
George Lock and his friend Ebenezer Ward has 
flourished, almost coincides with the period of develop- 
ment in the profession of librarianship as we know it 
today. The difference, or an important difference, is 
that whereas it is almost unknown for libraries to 
remain generation after generation under the control 
of members of the same tamily, the business of Ward 
Lock has been controlled almost entirely throughout 
its existence by the Lock family and is direéted today by 
three grandsons of George Lock, the co-founder. Mor 
than most publishing houses, this is a family business, 
and its history is thus the more interesting since, period 
by period, the famous tigures of the past appear against 
the background of different generations of the same 
family. Mr. Liveing has done his important task well, 
and no bookman can fail to be interested deeply in his 
accounts of the early Struggles of the original partners, 
the results of the Overend, Gurney bank crash, the 
absorbing Story of the Beetons of cookery book fam 
(in parentheses the male Beeton emerges as an entity of 
quite outstanding vigour). Tennyson, Browning, Rider 
Haggard, Conan Doyle, and many other famous men ot 
letters, together with lesser but not negligible person- 
alities such as the Hocking brothers, Phillips Oppen- 
heim, and Edgar Wallace, played their parts in the 
making of the firm we know as Ward Lock. The 
history of those once popular magazines, Temple Bar 
and The Windsor Magazine are inseparable from the 
Story. This sidelight on publishing, indeed, is a book 
which all librarians must read : apart from its value 4s 
a record of a century of giants it is, as Dornford Yates 
remarks in his preface, a “polished monograph upoo 
this old and honourable house’’, a publishing hous 
whose integrity, goodwill and friendliness may have 
been equalled but have certainly not been excelled. It 
should be added that the illustrations have been well 
chosen and add their quota to the value and interes 
of this notable record, 
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Douglas Hyde Again!! 


This book shows clearly what lies behind the 
Communist persecution technique. Fr. Dufay 
and his collaborators, more than 150 expelled 
missionaries who had lived under the Communist 
rule in Red China, had seen Communism at work 
from the receivingend. Douglas Hyde, twenty years 
himself a British Communist, had seen it from the 
other. They have trained their searchlights on 
Marxism from their two different angles and have 
succeeded in revealing new and frightening aspects 
of Communist theory and practice which all should 
understand if more and more men and nations are 
not to fall into the Communist trap, 


Send for a complete catalogue from : 
Paternoster Publications Ltd. 
26 Old Brompton Road, London, S.W.7 


SNEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM 


National Library of Scotland * Edinburgh 
Mills Memorial Library * Ontario 


Victoria Public Library 


University College 


University of Orange Free State 


University of Natal 


University of Ibadan 


* British Columbia 

* Potchefstroom, S. Africa 
* Johannesburg 

* Natal 

* Nigeria 


These Libraries in the course of construction have adopted 
the SNEAD SYSTEM by 


LUXFER LIMITED 
Waxlow Road, Harlesden, London, N.W.10 


Telephone : ELGar 7292 


Telegrams : Luxfer Haries London 
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RECENT BOOKS AT 
REDUCED PRICES 


A new Clearance Catalogue of Books withdrawn 
from Library Circulation is just ready. 
volumes are offered for sale at very reduced 
prices. Enquiries from private buyers and also 
Libraries or Institutes are invited. 


A selected list of our choice second-hand stock 
is included in the Catalogue, which may be had 
post free on application. 

DOUGLAS & FOULIS 

9 Castle Street, Edinburgh, 2 


Book Selection Guide 


A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


PROFESSIONAL 

CATALOGUING PrincipLes and Practice: an 
inquiry. Leétures delivered at a Vacation 
Course of the University of London School 
of Librarianship and Archives in March, 
1953. Edited with an Introduction by Mary 
Piggott. Library Association. 14s. Od. net, 
(10s 6d. to members). 


The papers printed in this colleétion were orig- 
inally read at a University of London Vacation Course, 
and they survey the methods and aims of cataloguing 
today. Librarians will find these articles informative 
and instructive, © among the many contributors are 
such names as PF. C. Francis, of the British Museum, 
\. J. Wells, of Po British National Bibliography, and 
Henry A. Sharp, well-known for his text-book on 
Cataloguing. The papers cover all aspeéts of the subject 
including current research, new developments, Union 
catalogues and cataloguing in County, Special and 
University libraries. This enquiry into the State of 
cataloguing in English libraries today will be welcomed 
by librarians, and those preparing for professional 
examinations will find the work worthy of notice. 


GENERAL | 
Barnett (J. H.) The American Christmas. A 


Study in National Culture. Frontis. New 
York, Macmillan. £1 Os. 6d. net. 


\n interesting account of the growth of the 
\merican Christmas from the days of the Puritans, 
when celebrations were forbidden. Mr. Barnett, 
Professor of Sociology at the University of Connecticut, 
explains the significance of the many familiar symbols 
associated with the Christmas season, and shows how 
the commercial aspeét has increased in importance. It 
is a valuable contribution to the study of the American 
way of life. 


Tue Bepsipe Dickens. An Anthology for 
Pleasure. Compiled by J. W. Garrod, 
Illus. Souvenir Press. 15s. Od. net. 

Dickensians will appreciate this colleétion oj 
writings, carefully chosen from letters and fourteen 
of the books of Charles Dickens. The seleétions have 
been arranged under ten descriptive headings, and the 
work will bring enjoyment cal sieetied to all those 
who delight in the work of one of the greatest of 

English writers. 

Brooks (E. St. John) Sir Hans Sloane. The 
Great Collector and his Circle. Port. Illus, 


Batchworth Press. 18s. Od. net. 

Sir Hans Sloane, besides being a great physician, 
was a great colleétor, his hobby covering various kinds 
of treasures, from birds to jewellery. As many peopl 
know, his enormous colleétions became the nucleus of 
the British Muscum. He succeeded Sir Isaac Newton 
as President of the Royal Society, and was also the 
author of two books on the history of Jamaica. The 
author has based his biography mainly on Sloane’s own 
writings, and has produced an able account of his many- 
sided and significant career. 


Kemp (Lieut.-Commander, P. K.) Fleet Air Arm. 
Frontis. Illus. Jenkins. 16s. Od. net. 
Licut.-Commander Kemp, the Admiralty Archivist, 
records the growth and achievements of the Fleet Air 
Arm from its earliest days before the first World War 
up to the present time. During the forty-five years of 
its existence, the Fleet Air Arm has grown in import 
ance, and is now a most powerful weapon in naval 
warfare. This book makes a valuable contribution to 
contemporary naval history. A foreword has been 
written by the Admiral of the Fleet, Sir Philip L. Vian. 
KinGpon-W rp (F.) Berried Treasure. Shrubs 
for Autumn and Winter. Colour in your 
Garden. Col. Frontis. Illus. Ward, Lock. 
£1 5s. Od. net. 


This book has been written for the purpose of 
aiding those people who wish to bring colour to their 
vardens during autumn and winter. The author has 
made a close study of plants in many parts of the world, 
and describes many shrubs and trees, with useful 
advice as to their cultivation based on actual gardening 
experience. 

Pearson (H.) Walter Scott, His life and per- 
sonality. Frontis. Illus. Methuen. 
£1 1s. Od. net. 


Mr. Pearson has produced an interesting —_ 
of a remarkable man. In childhood Scott was affliéted 
with infantile paralysis, during middle age he suffered 
a severe illness, and in 1826 was financially ruined. 
Despite these calamities, his work stands out promin- 
ently in all branches of literature. Throughout this 
book the many interesting facets of his personality are 
revealed, offering the reader a complete view of a great 
man. 

Srranks (C. J.) Dean Hook. Port. Illus. 
Mowbray. 9s. 6d. net. 

The author offers his readers an account of the lit 
of an English clergyman who had considerable influenc 
on many aspeéts of Church life in the carly nineteenth 
century. He was one of the first clergymen to under- 
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FOUR DOCTRINES 


of the New Jerusalem concerning 
THE LORD 
THE SACRED SCRIPTURE 
LIFE 
FAITH 


by 


Emanuel Swedenborg 


Anew translation of these little works is 
available in a composite pocket edition. 


Price 2/- (postage 3d.) 
from 
SWEDENBORG SOCIETY 
(Inc.) 

(Dept. F) 


20/21 BLOOMSBURY WAY 


LONDON, W.C.1 


| 


THE HOLT-JACKSON | 


BOOK COMPANY 
LIMITED 


Public and County 
Library Booksellers 


MONTAUBAN CHAMBERS 
ST. ANNES-ON-SEA 
LANCS. 

London Showroom at 13 Britton STREET, 


CLERKENWELL ROap, E.C.1 
Tel. Clerkenwell 3250 


REFERENCE 
ATLASES 


THE CITIZEN’S ATLAS 
OF THE WORLD 

10th Edition. 

This is a most comprehensive and 
_ practical atlas for locating places 
throughout the world. It is an essen- 
tial work for all up-to-date reference 
libraries. 

There are 200 pages of maps in full 
colour, mainly political for clarity, but 
supplemented with a physical map 
for each region. The Index lists 
nearly 100,000 places and gives quick 
and simple location of position. 

Strongly bound and guarded. 
Size 14§ ins. x10 ins. 374 pages. 
Price £6 6 O net. 

| A prospectus is available on request. 
| 

| 


THE EDINBURGH WORLD 
ATLAS 

| Just Published. 

| Designed originally for the geo- 
grapher, this physical atlas is very 
much recommended in addition to 
the “ Citizen’s.” It is in itself a 
reference atlas, but covers aspects of 
Vegetation, Population, Rainfall, 
Temperature, Climate, Geology, etc. 

Index of 24,000 names. 168 pages. 
Size 15 ins. x10} ins. 36/- net. 


A prospectus is available on request. 


Write also for our new complete catalogue 


_ JOHN BARTHOLOMEW & Son Ltd 
12 Duncan Street, Edinburgh 9 
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Stand the needs of the industrial workers of the time. 
Much of the material has been taken from hitherto 
unpublished correspondence, and from contemporary 
records. This short biography gives a human study of 
a remarkable Church man. 


Treprey (PF. D.) The House of Blackwood, 
1804-1954. The History of a Publishing 
Firm. Frontis. Ports. Illus. Blackwood. 
£1 5s. Od. net. 

lo celebrate the occasion of the hundred and 

tifticth anniversary of William Blackwood & Sons, 
Ltd., Mr. Tredrey has compiled a history of the firm. 
The work tells the story of the various members of the 
family who have been connected with the firm, together 
with anecdotes and recolleétions of the many world- 
famous authors, whose works have been published by 
the House. The volume contains twenty-cight illus- 
trations, many being portraits of the family and of the 
various authors. The writing, printing and publishing 
of the work, which will appeal to all those interested 
in the history of literature as well as publishing, has all 
been carried out by various members of Blackwoods. 


Virpontr (E.) The Story of Quakerism, 1652- 
1952. Bannisdale Press. 12s 6d. net. 

Miss Vipont gives in detail the history of the 
Quaker movement during the past three hundred years, 
showing the many ways in which the Quakers have 
expressed their religious beliefs in their daily lives, and 
viving an insight to the wealth of religious experience 
expressed their religious belicfs in their daily lives, and 
which lies behind the present day Society of Friends. 


Wei (B. H.) Editor. The Technical Report. 
Its preparation, Processing, and Use in 
Industry and Government. Illus. New 
York, Reinhold Pub. Corp., London, 
Chapman and Hall. (4 16s. Od. net. 

There are twenty-three contributing authors to 
this extremely thorough work, dealing with every 
aspect of report writing, including editing, binding, 
duplicating, distribution and many other procedures 
conneéted with the functions of a technical report. A 
valuable reference book for all who prepare and use 
reports as a means of communicating detailed inform- 
ation. 

Wuire (L. D.) The Jacksonians. A Study in 
Administrative History, 1829-1861. New 
York, Macmillan. {£2 16s. Od. net. 

This work is the last volume in Professor White’s 
trilogy devoted to the early formative years of American 
administration. For thirty-two years the Jacksonian 
Democracy was in power, and the political life of the 
(American people was completely changed. His study 
of the rise of the democratic party has been based 
mainly on public documents, letters and manuscripts in 
the National archives. This comprehensive survey of 
Federal administration will be of great benefit to all 
Students of political science and history. 


JUNIOR 


Birp (M.) Andy Pandy, Teddy and Looby 
Loo. Illus. in colour. Publicity Produéts 
Ltd. 2s. 6d. net. 


This is No. 4 in the Colour Photo Books series, and 
contains a tale of the television puppet characters 
already well known and greatly loved by so many young 
children. The book is especially suitable for reading 
to youngsters, and the illustrations, from colour 
photographs, are large and clear. 


Craicis (D.) Akoo and the sad small elephant. 

Illus., some in colour. Parrish. 2s. 6d. net. 

Miss Craigie offers a Story of a little African boy 

and his friends in the jungle, and how they mect Major 

Somersault, who is looking for animals for his circus, 
The work will appeal to young children. 


Date (N.) The Secret Motor Car. _ Illus, 
Bodley Head. 8s. 6d. net. 

\ new ‘Peter and Ginger’ Story, combining excite- 
ment and fun. The tale begins when Ginger tinds an 
old-two-seater car, in a disused barn, which nobody 
seems to own. Their delight making it work, and the 
mystery attached to the car itself, together with various 
other complications make up an admirable junior novel. 


Rowanb (P.) It is night. Illus. The Bodley 
Head. 7s. 6d. net. 

\ delightful story-book for the very young. Miss 
Rowand, through her clear drawings and simple text, 
tells where the animals and toys should slcep at night, 
and then goes on to show where they actually do sleep 
—and why. 

SKILFUL SOCCER FOR YOUNG PLAyers. An 
official publication of the Football Asso- 
ciation. Illus. Educational Productions 
Ltd. 6s. Od. net. 

This book has been published with the intention 
of aiding young players to improve their play and to 
encourage them to take a keener and more aétive 
interest in the sport. The text has been based on the 
experience of Mr. Walter Winterbottom, the Football 
\ssociation’s Direétor of Coaching, who has provided 
the introduétion. There are many illustrations and 
diagrams, some in colour, and many praétical exercises 
incorporating modern training techniques. 


NEW EDITIONS 


BaGiey (Wm. A.) Faéts and how to find them. 
A Guide to Sources of Information and to 
the Method of Systematic Research. Fifth 
edition. Pitman. 8s. 6d. net. 

The author, a working journalist, has, in this fifth 
edition of his work, given help to those seeking faétual 
knowledge that is to be found in the vast field of book 
material. It will be of practical use to all engaged in any 
form of literary research. It lists and describes many 
useful reference books, and is well worth the attention 
of Students. 


Dairy YEAR Book, 1955. G. B. New- 
man, Editor. Illus. Associated Newspapers 
Ltd. 2s. Od. net. 

This annual edition of a well-known handy refer- 
ence book contains a mass of information and many 
short articles, some illustrated. The scope of the work 
covers subjects of present day interest, from the hydro- 
gen bomb to football pools. The Year Book is now inits 
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55th year of publication, and the present edition contains 
264 pages and includes colour pages of Medal Ribbons 
and Decorations. 


REFERENCE Books. A Brief Guide for student 
and other users of the Library. Mary Neill 
Barton, Compiler. Third edition. _ Illus. 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore. 

‘ $1.00 net. 
\s the title page implies, the “sap aes of this small 
guide is to bring to the notice of the general public the 
vast Store of knowledge contained in the more popular 
reference books. This new edition contains four 
hundred and thirty-one titles, and the list is intended to 
be suggeStive, stressing the use that can be made of the 
various books. 


PERIODICALS RECEIVED 


The ACCOUNTANTS’ JOURNAL, November, 
1954; A.L.A. BULLETIN, October, 1954. BIBLIO- 
TEKSBLADET, Sveriges Allmanna Biblioteksfor- 
ening, No. 6, 1954 ; BOLETIN DE LA ASOCIACION 
CUBANA DE BIBLIOTECARIOS, September, 1954; 
The BRITISH JOURNAL for the PHILOSOPHY of 
SCIENCE, November, 1954 ; BULLETIN of BIBLIO- 
GRAPHY, May-August, 1954; COMMUNITY, 
October, 1954; The LIBRARIAN, August, 1954; 
The LIBRARY ASSOCIA TION RECORD, November, 
1994; WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN, November 
1954. 


Correspondence 


THe Eprror, 
“THe Liprary Worvp.” 

September 22nd, 1954. 
Sir, 

May I reply to Mr. A. G. S. Enser and Mr. 
E. W. Moxey ? Ata guess I should say that the 
reason why administration figures so little is 
due to pressure from the university and special 
library interests. However much we public 
Libraries may dislike it, it is in our interest to 
acknowledge it. 


The recent report on accommodation in the 
House of Commons, which deals with the 
House of Commons Library shows that our 
democratic representatives are quite unaware 
that a trained Librarian would prevent the 
theft and dumping of bottles that goes on, as 
well as giving sterling service in the higher 
bibliographical work. Mr. Moxey is quite 


tight in stating that “‘after more than a century 
of Public Library Service, a librarian, in the 
mind of the public, is one who hands out books 
over the lending library counter, and for this 
attitude the profession must bear full respon- 


sibility”. But what is to be done about it ? 
My own view is that until the Association is as 
fully representative of the great copyright and 
national Libraries as well as the Public Lib- 
raries our Status and standing will remain 
limited. 


It does not even occur to Mr. S. Gordon, 
O.B.E., that membership of the Library 
Association quite apart from training has any- 
thing to de with the shortcomings revealed in 
the library. No—he is (p. 153) “fortified by 
the opinions of some of the most eminent 
Librarians in England”, some of whom, like 
himself, are not even members of the Library 
Association,—which must, willy nilly, be so 
altered that it attracts the membership of a// 
eminent librarians. On that our professional 
future depends. 

Yours, etc., 
P. HEPpworRTH 
City Librarian. 
Norwich Public Libraries, 
Central Library, 
Norwich. 


Tue Eprror, 
“THE Liprary WorLbD.” 
November 22nd, 1954. 


SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP 
Dear Sir, 


Comments which are advanced without 
supporting argument can frequently cause 
endless confusion. In your November issue 
the anonymous writer of ‘Some impressions of 
the Conference’ States that although Mr. Paton 
may have considered handing ‘The testing of 
all students to the heads of library schools. 
We do not think he contemplates so great a 
divorce from the actually practising librarian 
as this might represent.’ 

Naturally, Sir, I have no idea what Mr. 
Paton contemplates but it is the submerged 
nine-tenths of this particular iceberg, con- 
tained in the latter pact of the quotation, which 
is interesting. Those who are concerned with 
education for librarianship would be grateful 
if you could allow your contributor, revealed 
perhaps by name, the space in which to expand 
upon this theme. 

Yours, etc., 
Roy STOKEs 
Head of Library School. 


College of Further Education, 
Loughborough, 
Leicestershire, England. 
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Tue Eprror, 
“Tue Liprary Worp.” 

October 28th, 1954. 
Dear Sir, 

Mr. Enser’s August-September “Spotlight” 
will no doubt arouse a considerable amount of 
sympathetic thought, but will there be any 
plain speaking on the subject, I think not. 

What I would like to say is something which 
no doubt will echo in the minds of many more 
budding librarians, and may prove to be a 
literary outlet for some of the pent up frus- 
trations suffered by us all. 

Behind Mr. Enser’s query over the Regis- 
tration Examination syllabus there lies a much 
larger score to be reckoned with. This is the 
construction and usefulness of the Library 
Association to we members of the Library 
profession. I doubt not that membership of 
the L.A. is useful to some members, if only as 
the reason for a week’s annual holiday at the 
seaside, generally with expenses paid, during 
the Annual Conference. Taking this event and 
placing it in its true perspective, | ask what 
purpose it serves ? I say none! The same old 
subjects are discussed year after year by the 
same old faces with the same old clichés, back- 
slapping, hoodwinking, and with the same old 
smugness. What comes out of it ? — nothing. 
Why ? Simply because six or seven hundred 
individuals may agree that such and such 
a course is commendable but there the matter 
rests. Again why? Cast off your blinkers and 
face facts, because the Library Association is 
not strong enough to be able to say in a forth- 
right and proper manner “We the Library 

Association of Great Britain command that 
such and such . . . shall be put into effect as 
from...” It can only say “The Library Asso- 
ciation recommends...” What hard headed 
council will take note of such policy, only 
those which are lucky enough to have an 
equally hard headed Librarian who dominates 
them and I have yet to hear of one. 

This may sound like another form of petty 
diétatorship, but if that accusation is brought 
I refute it with this thought, that Librarians as 
a whole are no doubt always pleased to hear 
the N.J.C. state that a salary award shall be 
operative as from such and such a date — — 
no back answers there, no tears over a little 
petty dictatorship. 

Is not this same lack of strength of the L.A. 
responsible in great measure for Libraries 
running understaffed, underpaid, and under 
sufferance ? I think so. 
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To revert to the question of the syllabus and 
assess it, one only needs to look at the June 
1954 Bibliography paper in the Registration 
Examination and see the questions on docu- 
mentary reproduction. I know of one yoing 


assistant who obtained notes on one or other | 
forms of this subject, which notes were so 
advanced that they enabled another student to a 


Study them for a degree in chemistry! 1 ask, in 
all sincerity, is that a fair assessment of know- 
ledge necessary for “competent practising 
librarians ? Of course, it is not. Who do the 
L.A. think we are — super humans from 
Planet X ? 

How many put into practice their theoretical 
knowledge of Bliss, Cutter, and Ranganathan ? 
Very few, I'll warrant. Are we all prospective 
Deweys that we should know how to formu- 
late a classification scheme ? I most certainly 
did not classify my mother’s pantry at the 
tender age of five years. 

How often does one see an assistant (or even 
a Reader’s Adviser, curse the term) discussing 
with any reader such things as literary move- 
ments, the merits or demerits of Chaucer, 
Boccaccio, Keats or Shelley or any of the other 
foremost names in literature? I venture to 
suggest that the number of times that this 
takes place does not warrant the amount of 
attention paid to it in the examination 
syllabus. 

To sum this all up I would offer the follows 
ing as possible improvements, or as the grounds 
for such improvements :— 

1. Reconstitute the Library Association's 
policy, demanding National recognition as the 
authoritative voice for all matters of Librat 
ianship. 

2. Review the whole system of the sylle 
buses for examinations giving a more general 
and practical knowledge as the basis for being? 
a Chartered Librarian with more specialift 
papers to include bibliography, theoretical 
classification and cataloguing and the finet 
points of literature. 

3. Cut off the dead hand of complacency 
whomsoever it belongs to, which is stifling the 
growth of this profession into one which is 
both LIVE and IMPORTANT. 

Yours faithfully, 
A. R. N. WOADDEN 
Chief Assistattle 


Public Library, 
Maison Dieu House, 
Dover, Kent. 
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